
 

 

 

 

Virginia Beach City Public Schools 

Community Advisory Committee for Gifted Education 

 

The regular meeting of the Community Advisory Committee for Gifted Education (CAC) was held on Monday, 

September 12, 2016 at 6:30 p.m., at the School Administration Building #6, located at 2512 George Mason 

Drive in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 

I. Welcome – Introduction(s)  

Mr. Luzak welcomed members and guests.  

 

Voting members present: Ryan Luzak, Sandy Beale-Berry, Jill Campbell, Amy Converse, Yoon Do, 

Amanda Fox, Ginger Ploeger, Tanya Ramirez, Evan Rice, Humberto Zuniga 

Voting members not present: April Cobos, Gary Webster 

Ex-Officio members present: Dr. Veleka Gatling, Sun-Siret Betancourt, Hailey Cahoon, Leah Krueger, 

Kay Roberson, Meghann Scott 

Ex-Officio members not present: Anne Baker, April Harmon  

 

Guests: Kristin Burney (Kellam HS Zone), Simone McKinney (Bayside HS Zone), Barbara Kennedy 

(Coordinator of Gifted Programs), Robin Schumaker (Coordinator of Gifted Programs), Dornswálo 

Wilkins-McCorey (Gifted Instructional Specialist) 

II.  Special Order/Topics  

 

A. Public Comments 

Ms. Hailey Cahoon inquired about the end time of the meeting. Mr. Luzak responded that the 

meeting ends at 8:00 p.m.  

III.  Business Meeting - Call to Order  

Mr. Luzak called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm. 

A. Approval of Minutes from June 13, 2016 

Mr. Luzak asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the June meeting. Ms. Campbell moved 

to approve; Ms. Beale-Berry seconded the motion. Motion carried.  

B. Role of CAC  

a. Bylaws - Mr. Luzak discussed role of the Bylaws. They assist advocacy efforts for the CAC. All 

CAC committee members do not audit or inspect schools but seek what practices are 

implemented and provide what resources are needed. Recommendations are then brought to the 

School Board in June.  

b. Site Visits - Mr. Luzak discussed upcoming site visits. The main focus this year will be high 

school visits. Each committee member should visit the high school in their district. The site visit 

sign-in sheet was passed around to each committee member and members were asked to list 

upcoming visits requests. 



 

 

 

 Ms. Campbell suggested pairing up with the gifted resource teachers (GRT’s) during the high 

 school visits – focus on “how to reach gifted students not being reached by GRT’s and how to 

 reach families of students.” 

Mr. Luzak explained that high school visits are a priority and should be completed by the end of 

October. This would allow the site visit debriefs to be completed throughout the year and not all 

at one time.  

 Questions about site visits were asked and answered.  

C. Gifted Program Overview 

Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs. Wilkins-McCorey presented Gifted Program Essentials, a PowerPoint 

presentation that describes and explains the essential elements of the gifted program in place in 

Virginia Beach City Public Schools. A video about the summer conference created by Mrs. Wilkins-

McCorey was presented. The conference, which included sessions for cluster teachers and parents, 

was very successful. Ms. Roberson, Ms. Scott, Ms. Betancourt, and Ms. Beale-Berry were thanked 

for their involvement in the conference.  

D. Summer Governor’s Residential Schools (SGRS) Overview 

Mrs. Schumaker discussed all processes for SGRS, timeline, brochure, auditions, who can apply, the 

VDOE brochure, and student capacity by program. Contact Mrs. Schumaker with further questions. 

Ms. Campbell thanked the gifted office for taking care the SGRS.  

 

Mr. Luzak thanked everyone for the overview of all the programs and thanked the committee 

members for signing up for the high school visits.  

E. Committee Assignments 

a. Bylaws 

The committee will review Bylaws for updating and needed changes. 

b. Membership/Nominating 

Mr. Luzak asked if additional members were interested in serving on these subcommittees. 

 

IV.  Unfinished Business  

 

A. Membership  

There is an open At Large committee seat available. Depending on the meeting agenda, a vote may 

take place at the October meeting.  

 

B. Topics for SEVA Regional Meeting 

Mrs. Kennedy discussed the joint meeting in October. Topics were shared at the SEVA regional 

meeting: how best to advocate, how gifted parents can help their children. Mr. Luzak asked the 

committee what they wanted to get out of the SEVA joint meeting in October. Mr. Luzak agreed 

with Ms. Beale-Berry that Virginia Beach serves as a mentor for other divisions, but wants to know 

about things not currently being done in Virginia Beach City Public Schools. Dr. Gatling commented 



 

 

that she would like site visits covered and ask student representatives to discuss what they feel is 

successful. Mr. Zuniga asked what other communities need help with. Mrs. Schumaker commented 

that student’s interaction and involvement is included in the 5 year plan: our work is to empower 

them and help them voice their minds and needs. Mr. Luzak stated that students should be involved 

more throughout the year. Discussion of topics and goals for the meeting continued.  

V.  Adjournment 

Mr. Luzak asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Rice moved to end the meeting; Ms. Fox seconded the 

motion. Motion carried and the CAC meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. 

The next meeting of the CAC will be held on Monday, October 10, 2016 at Hermitage Elementary School, 1701 

Pleasure House Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23455. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Ronda Michalak  

Office Associate 

Department of Teaching & Learning 

Office of Gifted Programs 

 


